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Pictures of the Year Débuts Latin America Program 
Nuestra Mirada and POYi co-sponsor visual journalism contest for March 2011 

 
Pictures of the Year International (POYi) and Nuestra Mirada are partnering to produce 

the inaugural POYi Latin America Visual Journalism Contest and Fiesta de la Imagen to 

Ecuador March 14-18, 2011. 

The contest will be hosted by the Universidad San Francisco de Quito and will be 

judged by a jury of renowned professionals and educators from throughout the Americas and 

Europe.  The 2011 competition will feature the work of Latin American journalists 

competing in a number of photographic categories. It is sponsored by Ecuador’s 

distinguished newspaper, El Universo with contributions from the University of Miami, 

Harvard University, Geo Magazine (Germany), Getty Images, The Knight Center for 

Journalism in the Americas and Avanti.  

The City of Cuenca, “Ecuador’s Cultural Capital,” will host the Fiesta de la Imagen in 

July 2011.  The weeklong event will include international guest speakers, seminars, 

workshops, exhibits and the POYi-Latin America Contest's Awards Ceremony.  Cuenca’s 

historical colonial city center, declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, will provide an 

inspiring venue for this international cultural event. 



Please check poyi.org and nuestramirada.org websites regularly for updated information 

as well as contest rules and deadlines. 

About Pictures of the Year International 
Pictures of the Year International (POYi) is the oldest and most prestigious photojournalism 
program in the world.  Each year, magazine, newspaper and freelance photographers around 
the world document the news events, political trends, and social issues that capture our 
interest and demand our attention.  POYi honors these professional photojournalists and 
photo editors and sets the gold standard for excellence. The mission of Pictures of the Year 
International is to empower the world’s best documentary photography to provide a visual 
portrayal of society and foster an understanding of the issues facing our civilization.  POYi 
extends the reach of photojournalists by providing pubic educational exhibitions, promoting 
professional development, and cultivating its vast 35,000-image archive of historic 
photographs for citizen outreach.  POYi is a program of the Donald W. Reynolds Journalism 
Institute at the Missouri School of Journalism.  
 
About Nuestra Mirada 
Nuestra Mirada is the largest online network for photojournalists in Latin America.  It has 
more than 1,500 participating members representing every nation throughout the region.  In 
addition to publishing their work, Nuestra Mirada provides a forum in which photojournalists 
share information and ideas with their colleagues.  In January 2010 Nuestra Mirada released 
its first edition of an online magazine featuring stories from Argentina by some of the 
region’s most recognized photographers.  Nuestra Mirada, created in 2008, was made 
possible with the assistance of the Knight Center for International Media at the University of 
Miami.  
 
About the Donald W. Reynolds Journalism Institute  
The Donald W. Reynolds Journalism Institute engages media professionals, scholars and 
citizens in programs aimed at improving the practice and understanding of journalism. Part of 
the Missouri School of Journalism, RJI collaborates with citizens, news and technology 
companies, professional associations and foundations and to generate and test innovative 
models and technologies for journalism and advertising. Six Donald W. Reynolds Fellows 
spend an academic year at RJI, working with Missouri faculty and students and RJI staff to 
develop new ways to gather, process and deliver news, information and advertising. RJI was 
launched in 2004 with an initial $31 million grant from the Donald W. Reynolds Foundation. 
In 2009, the Foundation awarded the Institute an additional $15 million for operating support.  
	
  
About The Donald W. Reynolds Foundation 
The Donald W. Reynolds Foundation is a national philanthropic organization founded in 
1954 by the late media entrepreneur for whom it is named.  Headquartered in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, it has committed more than $100 million to its National Journalism Initiative in the 
United States.	
  
 
Directors of the Project 
The project directors, Loup Langton and Pablo Corral Vega, have been working together for 
two decades in Latin America to provide opportunities for visual journalists.  In addition to 
producing the best-selling photographic book, Discovering Ecuador & the Galapagos Islands, 
they have collaborated in several workshops throughout Latin America and spoken at 
numerous seminars.  



 
Loup Langton, Director of the Visual Journalism Program at the University of Miami, has 
almost ten years of international experience as a photojournalist, editor and director of 
photography and twelve years as a professor of journalism. Langton’s book, Photojournalism 
and Today’s News (Wiley & Sons/Blackwell, 2009) is being used in classrooms 
internationally.  During 1998-99 he served as Director of Photography for El Universo, 
Ecuador’s largest newspaper. 
 
Pablo Corral Vega is presently a Fellow with the Nieman Foundation for Journalism at 
Harvard University.  He is the creator and editor of Nuestra Mirada, his work has been 
published in National Geographic, National Geographic Traveler, the Smithsonian Magazine, 
the New York Times Sunday magazine, Audubon, the French, German, Spanish, and Russian 
editions of Geo, and other international reviews. Corral-Vega is the author of six books.	
  


